1
24

SYDNEY

1c)

e
2025 Phelan Medallist; Finbar Delbridge (South West Sydney Blues) & former Sydney Swan, Ryan O’Keefe. Photo courtesy of Narelle Spangher

The Phelan Medal was first awarded in 1926 for the player voted the best and fairest in the Sydney First
Grade Competition. It was initially called the Ellis Medal, after the person who donated the award, E J
Ellis, and at the time, the medal was forged in pure gold.

By 1932 the name had changed to the Provan Trophy after the league president of the time, AD S
Provan, who also donated medallion. In 1937 the trophy was again renamed, this time to the Phelan
Medal in recognition of the work, effort and commitment, Jim Phelan, acknowledged as the father of
football in Sydney, had given to the code. The medal then was no longer donated but purchased by the
league.

Because of WWII, the award was suspended between 1942-45 however when its presentation was
resumed in 1946, the voting format had temporarily changed and as well, no actual medal was bestowed.
It was not until the mid-fifties that the presentation of an actual medal was resumed, and this ceremony
would take place at half time of the first grade grand final. Then, the winners of the first, reserve and
later Under 18/19 grades would then run a lap of honour at the grand final venue prior to the
commencement of the third quarter. This arrangement changed upon the introduction of the League’s
Phelan Medal Nightin 1972.

YEAR NAME cLuB VOTES
2025 Finbar DELBRIDGE South West Sydney Blues 28
2024 Ned CAMPBELL North Shore Bombers 19
2023 Harry MAGUIRE Pennant Hills Demons 18
Ned CAMPBELL North Shore Bombers AFC 18
Kale GABILA Manly Warringah Wolves 18

2022 Noah CASALINI St George Dragons 11
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Simon WILSON
Joe CORMACK
Graham JONES
Chris O'DWYER
Tony QUINN
Darren OATES
Lee CAMPBELL
David WEST
Michael DAVIS
Rod PODBURY
Michael PORTA
Garry SPILLANE
Rod PODBURY
Rod PODBURY
Frank GLEESON
Graham JONES
Michael TOY

Rod PODBURY
John PILKINGTON
Laurie AXFORD
John PILKINGTON
Rob CLARIDGE
Jack McCORMICK
Dale DALTON
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George ALLEN
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Graham HODGE
Peter BODY
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