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COMMUNITY UMPIRE
INDUCTION PROGRAM

- PROGRAM OUTLINE



INDUGTION PACKAGE

PROGRAM DESIGNED TO PROVIDE AN ENGAGING
EXPERIENCE FOR ALL NEW UMPIRES
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WELCOME/INTRO

In 2025 there was 16,000 Umpires Nationally and 7,800+ in Victoria.
So thank you for joining our Community in 2026!

APPOINTMENTS

Umpires are “appointed” to matches on a weekly basis. The umpiring
group that you register to will manage your appointments, typically this
will be done by your coach who will make the allocation based on your
individual circumstances

PAYMENTS

It's true as an umpire you will be paid for every game that you're
appointed to! Payments vary based on your umpiring discipline and the
age group of footy that you umpire. The umpiring group that you
register with will provide you with specific payment details.

Umpires gather together once or twice a week to connect, run together
and develop their skills. A training session could consist of a combination
'''''''''' of running, skill drills and indoor coaching sessions. The structure and

'''''

----- requirement of training varies across the different disciplines.

.....

-----

................ ADMINISTRATION

.......... All umpires Nationally register into a system called Officials HQ, it's

---------------- through this platform that you will be appointed and paid

......

ooooo
......

.................... UNIFORM

----------- Umpire uniforms do differ across the country, but are all designed to

.......... standout from club jumpers. Your Community group will be able to provide
----- you with uniform information.

.....



BENEFITS

S0 WHY UMPIRE?

BEING AT THE CENTRE OF THE BEST SPORT IN THE WORLD

« As an umpire you have the best seat in the house to view football
and be part of the action

« Umpiring provides you with an avenue to remain in the game if you
cannot play or want to try something different

JOIN A NEW COMMUNITY

Just like football clubs, umpiring groups connect, share, care and
support each other. Becoming an umpire can give you the opportunity
to expand your network and estblish new and potential long term
connections

HAVE FUN OR CHALLENGE YOUR SELF

Every umpire does so because they have fun! Whether its umpiring
modified competitions, youth age groups or umpiring senior competitions.
Umpiring provides a wide range of platforms to challenge yourself, give
back to your community or simply enjoy!

oooooo

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

« Umpiring can provide a number of personal development benefits:
o Increase your confidence, decision making, communication
o Fitness
o Employability

.......................
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MATGH DAY

WHAT T0 EXPECT AT YOUR FIRST GAME!

WHAT T0 BRING

o This is your chance to shine as an umpire! so its best to come
prepared and consider packing your bag the night before you
should bring

o Umpire uniform
o Equipment (whistle/cards/flags ect)
o Runners/boots

« Your local umpiring group will have any information on what they
prefer you wear to the game. Typically this will be active wear, along
with a umpire group hoody/polo/training top

ARRIVAL

« There’s a few things you'll need to do prior to arrival
o Ensure you have accepted your appointment in OHQ, ideally this
has been done as close to when you receive it as possible
o Check with your coach as to where the umpire rooms are at
your ground, especially if you haven’t been there prior
o Ensure you arrive at least 45mins prior to your first game
o This will slightly differ base on your umpiring group’s

k requirements

o If you play footy, the umpiring group will take this into account
: and allow you to be in the umpire rooms within the 45min
window
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« When you arrive, this is where you'll check in with your fellow

...... umpires and confirm that you have arrived.

-----
ooooo
.....

« This is where you will change from your pre game attire into your

...... umpiring uniform

-----
-----
ooooo
-----

« Umpire change room configuration will differ by venue, therefore,

...... your umpire club will have different processes and policies or each

ooooo
ooooo

venue, to ensure all umpires have access and the ability to change

ettt in a private manner
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PATHWAYS

THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
COMMUNITY JUNIOR LEAGUES

« Depending on your previous experience with football, discipline and
umpiring group, most umpires will commence in junior football
competitions.

« These range from ul2's to ul7, as the age of the footballers
increase, so does the difficulty of umpiring

« While umpiring at this level, you can be involved in junior inter-
league or other representative programs

[:UMMI]NIW SENIOR LEAGUES

This will be the typical entry point for Goal and Boundary Umpires

o Field umpires will come through junior competitions or if they meet
the required standard can start at the senior level

« Umpire groups will have a number of leagues or divisions to use to
progress umpires through as they hit development milestones

o Senior competitions will have Grand finals or interleague
competitions to recognise the best performed umpires

- GOMMUNITY UMPIRE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

'''''''''' « Oportunities exsist for those who wish to pursue the talent pathway

----- and progress from Community to State Football

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ o These programs differ depending on your State/Territory, and will

-------------- provide you with high level coaching and exposure to match day
'''''''''' experiences above your current level of umpiring.

......
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---------------- STATE LEAGUE AND TALENT PATHWAY

--------------- o Competitions differ in your state/territory but will include:

..... o U18 Boys/Girls Competitions

,,,,,,,,,,,,,, o Senior Men/Women Competitions
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REGISTRATION & OHOQ

S0 WHY UMPIRE!?
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REGISTRATION

« Registering for OHQ is a two step process with the first part being
creating your account. This section is the part about your general
information such as mobile number, email, address, etc.

« Once your account is created, you will receive an email to verify
your account. Verifying your account will take you through if you
play for a football club, bank account information and what type of
umpire you want to be and so much more!

ACCOUNT

In the account section umpires can check or update any information
that may have changed. This includes if they are affiliated to a club,
what discipline they wish to umpire, complete education modules,
update bank account information and so much more!

APPOINTMENTS

Umpire can access their appointments on the OHQ home screen
through their widgets. Once an umpire is appointed to a game they can
accept or decline the appointment by clicking on the bell. Umpires can
also see who they are umpiring with and by clicking on the game details
it will give you the location if you are not sure!

LEAVE

Have a busy life outside of umpiring? No worries, umpires can enter in
when they are unable to umpire through the leaves section. This is
great for all the people that play football in the afternoon but want to
umpire in the morning.
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