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A F L   Q u e e n s l a n d  ( A F L Q )  h a s  a  c e n t r a l i s e d ,   i n d e p e n d e n t  T r i b u n a l  t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h  a n y
‘ N o t i c e  o f  C h a r g e ’  o r  ‘ N o t i c e  o f  B r e a c h ’  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  u n d e r  t h e  ‘ N a t i o n a l  C o m m u n i t y
F o o t b a l l  P o l i c y  H a n d b o o k ’ .

A  N o t i c e  o f  C h a r g e  w i l l  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  T r i b u n a l ,  i f :

A  p l a y e r  o r  o f f i c i a l  i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  ‘ c l a s s i f i a b l e  o f f e n c e ’  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  1 ) ,  ‘ l o w - l e v e l
o f f e n c e ’  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  2 )  o r  ‘ a u d i t o r y  o f f e n c e ’  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  3 )  a n d  t h e  c l u b  e l e c t s  t o
c h a l l e n g e  t h e  c h a r g e ;  o r
A  p l a y e r  o r  o f f i c i a l  i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  ‘ d i r e c t  T r i b u n a l  o f f e n c e ’  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  4 ) .

T h e  a b o v e  o f f e n c e s  a r e  a l l  c o n s i d e r e d  ‘ R e p o r t a b l e  o f f e n c e s ’  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  5 ) .

A  N o t i c e  o f  B r e a c h  i s  i s s u e d  i f  s o m e o n e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  A F L Q  h a s  b r e a c h e d  o n e  o f  o u r
p o l i c i e s .  P o l i c y  b r e a c h e s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  r e s o u r c e .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s
r e g a r d i n g  p o l i c y  b r e a c h e s ,  y o u  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  c o n t a c t  A F L Q ’ s  C o m p l i a n c e  L e a d .    

A  s t a n d a r d  T r i b u n a l  h e a r i n g  w i l l  i n v o l v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a r t i e s :

T h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n
T h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n ’ s  a d v o c a t e
T h e  r e p o r t i n g  u m p i r e  ( w h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e )
T h e  a g g r i e v e d  p e r s o n  ( w h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e )
W i t n e s s / e s  ( c a n  b e  r e q u e s t e d  b y  e i t h e r  A F L Q  o r  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n ’ s  c l u b  -  w i t n e s s
m u s t  b e  o n  t h e  t e a m  s h e e t  a n d  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  m u s t  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  C h a i r p e r s o n )
A F L Q  a d v o c a t e
T r i b u n a l  C h a i r p e r s o n
3  x  i n d e p e n d e n t  p a n e l  m e m b e r s  ( r o t a t i n g  r o s t e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e a s o n )
A F L Q  s e c r e t a r y
I f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  i s  u n d e r  1 8  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  t h e  c l u b  m a y  r e q u e s t  a  p a r e n t  o r
g u a r d i a n  t o  a t t e n d .   

TRIBUNAL ATTENDEES
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1 )  T h e  C h a i r p e r s o n  d e c l a r e s  t h e  h e a r i n g  o p e n  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  c o m m e n c e s  -  r u l e s  a n d
p r o c e d u r e  a r e  e x p l a i n e d  a n d  a l l  p a r t i e s  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d .

2 )  T h e  C h a i r p e r s o n  a s k s  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e i r  p l e a  a n d  i f  ‘ g u i l t y ’ ,  w h a t
a s p e c t  o f  t h e  g r a d i n g  t h e y  a r e  c h a l l e n g i n g .  

3 )  T h e  u m p i r e  ( w h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e )  p r o v i d e s  t h e i r  a c c o u n t  o f  e v e n t s .  T h e  a g g r i e v e d  p e r s o n
a n d  w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  v a c a t e  t h e  r o o m  w h i l e  t h i s  o c c u r s .  T h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n ' s  a d v o c a t e ,
A F L Q ' s  a d v o c a t e  a n d  t h e  p a n e l  m a y  a s k  t h e  u m p i r e  q u e s t i o n s  i f  d e s i r e d  a n d  t h e  u m p i r e  w i l l
b e  f r e e  t o  l e a v e  o n c e  t h i s  c o n c l u d e s .

4 )  T h e  a g g r i e v e d  p e r s o n  ( w h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e )  i s  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e i r
a c c o u n t  o f  e v e n t s  ( w i t n e s s e s  w i l l  v a c a t e  t h e  r o o m  w h i l e  t h i s  o c c u r s ) .  T h e  r e p o r t e d
p e r s o n ' s  a d v o c a t e ,  A F L Q ' s  a d v o c a t e  a n d  t h e  p a n e l  m a y  a s k  t h e  a g g r i e v e d  p e r s o n
q u e s t i o n s  i f  d e s i r e d ,  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  f r e e  t o  l e a v e  o n c e  t h i s  c o n c l u d e s .

5 )  T h e  w i t n e s s / e s  ( w h e r e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  h e a r i n g  i s  g r a n t e d  b y  t h e  C h a i r p e r s o n )
i s  b r o u g h t   i n t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e i r  a c c o u n t  o f  e v e n t s .   T h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n ' s
a d v o c a t e ,  A F L Q ' s  a d v o c a t e  a n d  t h e  p a n e l  m a y  a s k  t h e  w i t n e s s  q u e s t i o n s  i f  d e s i r e d ,  a n d
t h e y  w i l l  b e  f r e e  t o  l e a v e  o n c e  t h i s  c o n c l u d e s .

6 )  T h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e i r  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  e v e n t s .  T h e i r  a d v o c a t e ,  A F L Q ' s
a d v o c a t e  a n d  t h e  p a n e l  m a y  a s k  t h e m  q u e s t i o n s  i f  d e s i r e d .

7 )  A F L Q ' s  a d v o c a t e  m a k e s  f i n a l  s u b m i s s i o n s .  T h e y  m a y  r e f e r  t o  a n y  e v i d e n c e  t h e y  w i s h  t o
r e l y  o n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  s u b m i s s i o n s .

8 )  T h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n ' s  a d v o c a t e  m a k e s  f i n a l  s u b m i s s i o n s .  T h e y  m a y  r e f e r  t o  a n y
e v i d e n c e  t h e y  w i s h  t o  r e l y  o n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  s u b m i s s i o n s .

9 )  A l l  p a r t i e s  e x c e p t  t h e  p a n e l  a n d  C h a i r p e r s o n  l e a v e  t h e  r o o m ,  a n d  t h e  p a n e l  d e c i d e s
w h e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  i s  G u i l t y  o r  N o t  G u i l t y .

1 0 )  A l l  p a r t i e s  a r e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  h e a r i n g .  I f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  i s  f o u n d  N o t  G u i l t y ,
t h e  h e a r i n g  c o n c l u d e s .

1 1 )  I f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  i s  f o u n d  G u i l t y ,  A F L Q ' s  a d v o c a t e  a n d  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n ' s
a d v o c a t e  w i l l  b o t h  b e  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u t  f o r t h  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e n a l t y .

1 2 )  A l l  p a r t i e s  e x c e p t  t h e  p a n e l  a n d  C h a i r p e r s o n  w i l l  a g a i n  l e a v e  t h e  r o o m  a n d  t h e  p a n e l
w i l l  d e c i d e  o n  t h e  p e n a l t y .

1 3 )  A l l  p a r t i e s  a r e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  t h e  C h a i r p e r s o n  a d v i s e s  o f  t h e
d e c i s i o n .  

1 4 )  T h e  h e a r i n g  c o n c l u d e s .
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1 0 : 0 0 A M  M O N D A Y

9 : 0 0 A M  W E D N E S D A Y  ( O R  D A Y  O F
T R I B U N A L )

W h e r e  a  s e t  p e n a l t y  w a s  o f f e r e d  b y  a n  u m p i r e  p o s t - m a t c h  a n d  t h e  c l u b  d i d  n o t  c o n f i r m
w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  a c c e p t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e y  m u s t  c o n t a c t  A F L Q  p r i o r  t o  1 0 a m  M o n d a y  t o
a d v i s e  i f  t h e y  w i s h  f o r  t h e  c h a r g e  t o  b e  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  M a t c h  R e v i e w  P a n e l .  W h e r e  n o
c o n t a c t  i s  m a d e ,  t h e  c h a r g e  w i l l  b e  d e e m e d  t o  b e  a c c e p t e d .

W h e r e  a  N o t i c e  o f  C h a r g e  w a s  i s s u e d  p o s t  M R P ,  c l u b s  h a v e  u n t i l  1 0 a m  T u e s d a y  t o  a d v i s e
A F L Q  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a r g e  o r  w i s h  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a t  T r i b u n a l .  W h e r e  n o  c o n t a c t  i s
m a d e ,  t h e  c h a r g e  w i l l  b e  d e e m e d  t o  b e  a c c e p t e d .

W h e r e  a  p e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a  d i r e c t  T r i b u n a l  o f f e n c e  o r  a  c l u b  h a s  i n d i c a t e d
t h e y  w i s h  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a  c h a r g e  a t  T r i b u n a l ,  c l u b s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
d o c u m e n t s  b y  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  9 a m  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  T r i b u n a l  ( g e n e r a l l y  a  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g ) :

T r i b u n a l  R e q u i r e d  I n f o r m a t i o n  D o c u m e n t  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  6 )
P r e - s e n t e n c e  D o c u m e n t  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  7 )
A n y  E v i d e n c e  t h e y  w i s h  t o  p r e s e n t  ( p h o t o s ,  v i d e o s ,  l e t t e r s ,  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  e t c . )  -  t h e
T r i b u n a l  C h a i r p e r s o n  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i s  a d m i s s i b l e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g .
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1 0 : 0 0 A M  T U E S D A Y

T h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  a d v o c a t e  m u s t  b e  r e a d y  a n d  w a i t i n g  i n  t h e  f o y e r  a r e a  o f  t h e  A F L Q
H e a d  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  i n  Y e r o n g a  ( f o r  i n - p e r s o n  h e a r i n g s )  o r  w a i t i n g  i n  t h e  W e b e x  m e e t i n g
l o b b y  ( f o r  o n l i n e  h e a r i n g s ) .  W h e r e  a  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  f a i l s  t o  a t t e n d  a  h e a r i n g ,  i t  i s  a t  t h e
T r i b u n a l  C h a i r ' s  d i s c r e t i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  p r o c e e d  i n  t h e i r  a b s e n c e ,  o r  i f
t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  p o s t p o n e d  t o  a  l a t e r  d a t e  ( n o t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  c a n n o t
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  A F L Q - s a n c t i o n e d  m a t c h  u n t i l  t h e  m a t t e r  h a s  b e e n  h e a r d ) .  

1 5  M I N U T E S  P R I O R  T O  H E A R I N G

1 : 3 0 P M  M O N D A Y
T h e  M a t c h  R e v i e w  P a n e l  ( M R P )  m e e t s  t o  r e v i e w  a l l  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  o v e r  t h e
w e e k e n d .  C l u b s  w i l l  b e  p h o n e d  p o s t - M R P  t o  a d v i s e  o f  a n y  c h a r g e s  l a i d ,  t h e n  e m a i l e d  t h e
N o t i c e  o f  C h a r g e .



INSTRUCTIONS FOR
PANEL MEMBERS

4

I n  a l l  c a s e s  t h e  T r i b u n a l  p a n e l  m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C h a i r p e r s o n ,  w i l l  a p p l y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
i n  m a k i n g  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n :

T h e  T r i b u n a l  o p e r a t e s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  f r o m  A F L Q  –  t h e y  a r e  t h e  o n l y  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  f a c t s
i n  t h e  c a s e .  
T h e  T r i b u n a l  m u s t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  m a t t e r  b a s e d  o n  t h e  e v i d e n c e  p u t  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  i . e .
t h e y  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  a n y  e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r  s u c h  a s  m e d i a ,  g o s s i p  o r  p e r s o n a l
b i a s .  
T h e  T r i b u n a l  s h o u l d  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  s l o w  m o t i o n  v i d e o  f o o t a g e  m a y  g i v e  a  f a l s e
i m p r e s s i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  w h e n  a s s e s s i n g  i n t e n t  a n d  s e v e r i t y .  
T h e  T r i b u n a l  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  w e i g h t  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  a n y  p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e .  
T h e  T r i b u n a l  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  e v i d e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  o w n  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  f o o t b a l l  p l a y i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  
A n y  c o m m e n t  m a d e  b y  A F L Q  o r  t h e  p l a y e r ’ s  a d v o c a t e  i s  n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  a s  e v i d e n c e .
T h e  r o l e  o f  a n  a d v o c a t e  i s  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  T r i b u n a l ’ s  v i e w  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t
i s  b e i n g  p u t  b e f o r e  i t .  
T h e  b u r d e n  o f  p r o o f  f o r  r e p o r t a b l e  o f f e n c e s  i s  ‘ b a l a n c e  o f  p r o b a b i l i t i e s ’  –  t h i s  m e a n s ,  a
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  T r i b u n a l  m u s t  b e  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  i t  i s  m o r e  p r o b a b l e  t h a n  n o t  t h a t  t h e
o f f e n c e  o c c u r r e d  o r  t h e  g r a d i n g  a p p l i e s .  
T h e  f a i l u r e  o f  a n y  e v i d e n c e  t o  b e  p u t  b e f o r e  t h e  T r i b u n a l  i s  n o t  a  g r o u n d  o f  a p p e a l .  T h e
o n u s  i s  o n  e a c h  a d v o c a t e  t o  r a i s e  a l l  m a t t e r s  t h e y  d e e m  r e l e v a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g .  

TRIBUNAL PANEL
A F L Q ’ s  T r i b u n a l  p a n e l  c o m p r i s e s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h a v e  e x t e n s i v e
k n o w l e d g e  o f  A F L  a n d / o r  a  l e g a l  b a c k g r o u n d  w i t h  s p o r t i n g  e x p e r t i s e .  T h e  T r i b u n a l  o p e r a t e s
o n  a  r o t a t i n g  r o s t e r  t o  e n s u r e  f a i r n e s s  a n d  b a l a n c e .  

A t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  A F L Q ,  t h e  T r i b u n a l  p a n e l  s h o u l d  n o t  c o n s i s t  o f  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  c u r r e n t
p l a y e r s ,  c o a c h e s ,  e m p l o y e e s  o r  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a t  a n  A F L Q - a f f i l i a t e d  c l u b .  

ONLINE HEARINGS
H e a r i n g s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n l i n e  u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  b y  e i t h e r  A F L Q  o r  t h e
r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n s  c l u b .  

F o r  a n  o n l i n e  h e a r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i l l  a p p l y :

A l l  o n l i n e  h e a r i n g s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  v i a  t h e  o n l i n e  p l a t f o r m  ‘ W e b e x ’ .
A l l  p a r t i e s  a r e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  d i a l  i n  v i a  a  c o m p u t e r  o r  l a p t o p  r a t h e r  t h a n  a
m o b i l e  d e v i c e  -  t h e  ‘ W e b e x ’  a p p / s o f t w a r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  m u s t  b e  d o w n l o a d e d  a n d  t e s t e d
p r i o r  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g .
A  m e e t i n g  l i n k  w i l l  b e  e m a i l e d  t o  a l l  a t t e n d i n g  p a r t i e s  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  T r i b u n a l  h e a r i n g .
C l u b s  m u s t  i n d i c a t e  p r i o r  w h e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  t h e i r  a d v o c a t e  w i l l  b e
d i a l l i n g  i n  t o g e t h e r  o r  v i a  s e p a r a t e  d e v i c e s .
A t  l e a s t  1 5  m i n u t e s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  s t a r t  t i m e ,  a l l  a t t e n d e e s  w i l l  n e e d  t o  h i t  t h e
g r e e n  ' j o i n  m e e t i n g '  b u t t o n  i n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  i n v i t e .  T h i s  w i l l  d i r e c t  a t t e n d e e s  t o  a  w a i t i n g
l o b b y  u n t i l  t h e  o r g a n i s e r  m a n u a l l y  a c c e p t s  y o u  i n t o  t h e  m e e t i n g .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o
d o  a n  a u d i o  a n d  v i d e o  c h e c k  w i t h  t h e  T r i b u n a l  s e c r e t a r y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g
c o m m e n c i n g .  



W H O  C A N  I  A P P O I N T  A S  M Y  A D V O C A T E ?
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W H A T  H A P P E N S  I F  I  C H A L L E N G E  A  C H A R G E  A N D  A M  F O U N D  G U I L T Y ?

W H A T  I F  I  A M  U N A B L E  T O  A T T E N D  T H E  H E A R I N G ?

A  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  c a n  a p p o i n t  a n y o n e  t o  b e  t h e i r  a d v o c a t e  ( l e g a l l y  t r a i n e d  o r  n o t )  e x c e p t  f o r
t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

T h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n ’ s  p a r e n t  o r  g u a r d i a n ;  a n d / o r
A  p e r s o n  c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i n  q u e s t i o n .

T o  o b t a i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  o u t c o m e ,  i t  i s  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s e l e c t  a n  a d v o c a t e  w h o  i s
w e l l - s p o k e n ,  h a s  e x t e n s i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  g a m e  a n d  i t s  r u l e s ,  a n d  i d e a l l y  h a s  a t t e n d e d  a
T r i b u n a l  h e a r i n g  o r  s i m i l a r  i n  t h e  p a s t .  I f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  i s  a n  a d u l t ,  s e l f - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s
p e r m i t t e d .

I f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  T r i b u n a l  p a n e l  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  i s  g u i l t y  o f  t h e
c h a r g e  o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  u p o n  t h e m ,  t h e  p e r s o n  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  b a s e  s a n c t i o n  f o r  a
c l a s s i f i a b l e  o f f e n c e  ( 1  w e e k  a d d i t i o n a l  t o  t h e  e a r l y  g u i l t y  p l e a ) .  F o r  d i r e c t  T r i b u n a l
o f f e n c e s  w h e r e  t h e  p e n a l t y  m a t r i x  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y ,  t h e  p a n e l  w i l l  u s e  t h e i r  d i s c r e t i o n  t o
d e t e r m i n e  a  s u i t a b l e  s a n c t i o n  f o r  t h e  o f f e n c e .

A  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  m u s t  a t t e n d  t h e i r  T r i b u n a l  h e a r i n g  u n l e s s  e x t e n u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s
a p p l y .  W h e r e  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  b e l i e v e s  t h e y  h a v e  a  v a l i d  r e a s o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n n o t
a t t e n d ,  t h e y  m u s t  a d v i s e  A F L Q  w i t h  a s  m u c h  n o t i c e  a s  p o s s i b l e  s o  t h a t  a  d e c i s i o n  c a n  b e
m a d e  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  p r o c e e d  o r  b e  p o s t p o n e d .

W h e r e  a  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  s i m p l y  d o e s  n o t  s h o w  u p  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  T r i b u n a l  C h a i r p e r s o n
w i l l  u s e  t h e i r  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  p r o c e e d  i n  t h e i r  a b s e n c e ,  o r
w h e t h e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  p o s t p o n e d .  I f  t h e  h e a r i n g  i s  p o s t p o n e d ,  t h e  r e p o r t e d  p e r s o n  i s
p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a n y  A F L Q - s a n c t i o n e d  m a t c h  u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  a s  t h e  m a t t e r
h a s  b e e n  h e a r d .

FAQS:  GENERAL

I S  T H E R E  A  L I M I T  T O  H O W  M A N Y  S U S P E N S I O N S  I  C A N  R E C E I V E ?
A  p e r s o n  w i l l  b e c o m e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  d e - r e g i s t e r e d  w h e n  t h e y  a c c u m u l a t e  1 6  s u s p e n d e d
m a t c h e s .   T h i s  i s  a  p e r m a n e n t  b a n  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  C o m m u n i t y  F o o t b a l l  i n  a n y
c a p a c i t y  ( p l a y e r ,  c o a c h ,  v o l u n t e e r  o r  m a n a g e r ) .  W h e r e  a  p e r s o n  h a s  a c c u m u l a t e d  1 0  o r
m o r e  s u s p e n d e d  g a m e s ,  t h e y  a n d  t h e i r  c l u b  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  d e - r e g i s t r a t i o n  w a r n i n g  l e t t e r
f r o m  A F L Q .
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FAQS:  SCENARIO BASED

A  P L A Y E R  H A S  B E E N  C H A R G E D  W I T H  R O U G H  C O N D U C T  F O R  A
D A N G E R O U S  T A C K L E .  T H E  I N C I D E N T  H A S  B E E N  G R A D E D  A S
C A R E L E S S  C O N D U C T  -  M E D I U M  I M P A C T  -  H I G H  C O N T A C T .

O U R  P L A Y E R  D I D  N O T  M A K E  C O N T A C T  W I T H  T H E  O P P O N E N T ’ S  H E A D ,  W H Y  H A S  I T
B E E N  G R A D E D  A S  H I G H  C O N T A C T ?
H i g h  C o n t a c t  i s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t o  t h e  h e a d  a n d  i n c l u d e s  c o n t a c t  a b o v e  t h e
s h o u l d e r s .  C o n t a c t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  H i g h  w h e r e  a  P e r s o n ’ s  h e a d  m a k e s  c o n t a c t
w i t h  a n o t h e r  P e r s o n  o r  o b j e c t  s u c h  a s  t h e  f e n c e  o r  t h e  g r o u n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f
t h e  o f f e n d i n g  P e r s o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  s h o u l d  a  P e r s o n  t a c k l e  a n o t h e r  P e r s o n  a r o u n d  t h e  w a i s t
a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  t a c k l e ,  t h e  t a c k l e d  P e r s o n ’ s  h e a d  m a k e s  f o r c e f u l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e
f e n c e  o r  t h e  g r o u n d ,  t h e  C o n t a c t  i n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w o u l d  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  H i g h ,  e v e n
t h o u g h  t h e  t a c k l e  w a s  t o  t h e  b o d y .

T H E  O P P O N E N T  C O N T I N U E D  T O  P L A Y  O U T  T H E  G A M E  A F T E R  O U R  P L A Y E R  W A S
R E P O R T E D  F O R  A  D A N G E R O U S  T A C K L E  A G A I N S T  T H E M .  W H Y  H A S  I T  B E E N  G R A D E D
A S  M E D I U M  I M P A C T ,  N O T  L O W ?

T h e  I m p a c t  o f  a  c l a s s i f i a b l e  o f f e n c e  w i l l  b e  g r a d e d  a s  L o w ,  M e d i u m ,  H i g h  o r  S e v e r e .  L o w
I m p a c t  i s  t h e  m i n i m u m  i m p a c t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  C l a s s i f i a b l e  O f f e n c e  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  m o r e  t h a n
j u s t  n e g l i g i b l e  i m p a c t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c a u s e  i n j u r y  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  a n  u p g r a d e  t o
t h e  l e v e l  o f  I m p a c t .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  i n j u r y  d o e s  n o t  p r e c l u d e  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  I m p a c t  a s
L o w ,  M e d i u m ,  H i g h  o r  S e v e r e .  

W H I L E  W E  A G R E E  O U R  P L A Y E R  H A S  E N G A G E D  I N  R O U G H  C O N D U C T ,  W E  D O N ’ T
A G R E E  W I T H  H O W  T H E  M R P  H A S  G R A D E D  T H E  I N C I D E N T .  C A N  W E  A C C E P T  T H E
C H A R G E  B U T  C H A L L E N G E  T H E  G R A D I N G  A T  T R I B U N A L ?

F o r  c l a s s i f i a b l e  o f f e n c e s  w h e r e  t h e  G r a d i n g  M a t r i x  a p p l i e s ,  p l a y e r s  m a y  c h a l l e n g e  e i t h e r
t h e  e n t i r e  c h a r g e ,  o r  o n l y  a n  e l e m e n t / s  o f  h o w  t h e  c h a r g e  h a s  b e e n  g r a d e d .  T h e  p l a y e r ’ s
a d v o c a t e  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  w h i c h  o f  t h e  a b o v e  t h e y  s e e k  t o  c h a l l e n g e  a t  t h e
s t a r t  o f  t h e  T r i b u n a l  h e a r i n g .  

O U R  P L A Y E R  W A S  C H A R G E D  W I T H  R O U G H  C O N D U C T  I N  A N  U N D E R  1 7 S  G A M E  A N D
W E  A C C E P T E D  H I S   O N E  M A T C H  S U S P E N S I O N .  H E  A L S O  P L A Y S  I N  O U R  C L U B ’ S
C O L T S  T E A M ,  I S  H E  A B L E  T O  P L A Y  W H I L E  H E  I S  S U S P E N D E D  I N  U N D E R  1 7 S ?

T h e  p l a y e r  m u s t  s e r v e  t h e i r  s u s p e n s i o n  i n  t h e  g r a d e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p l a y e d  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  t o  s u c h  s u s p e n s i o n ,  a n d  ( u n l e s s  e x t e n u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a p p l y )
c a n n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o t h e r  c o m p e t i t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  h a s  b e e n  s e r v e d .  T h e
s u s p e n s i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  s e r v e d  i n  p r a c t i c e  o r  t r i a l  m a t c h e s ,  a n d  p l a y e r s  a r e  i n e l i g i b l e  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m a t c h  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  b o d y  u s e s  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n  t o
a l l o w  t h i s .  



RESOURCE LINKS

L A W S  O F  A U S T R A L I A N  F O O T B A L L
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N A T I O N A L  C O M M U N I T Y  F O O T B A L L  P O L I C Y
H A N D B O O K

A F L  Q U E E N S L A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  C O M P E T I T I O N S  R U L E S  &
P R O C E D U R E S

T R I B U N A L  P R O C E D U R E  G U I D E L I N E S  

T H E  M A N A G E M E N T  O F  S P O R T - R E L A T E D  C O N C U S S I O N  I N
A U S T R A L I A N  F O O T B A L L

https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2026-02/Laws%20of%20Australian%20Football%202026.pdf
https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2026-02/National%20Community%20Football%20Policy%20Handbook%20-%202026%20%5BFINAL%20-%20130226%5D_1.pdf
https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2026-02/National%20Community%20Football%20Policy%20Handbook%20-%202026%20%5BFINAL%20-%20130226%5D_1.pdf
https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2026-03/2026%20Community%20Competitions%20Rules%20%26%20Procedures_0.pdf
https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2026-03/2026%20Community%20Competitions%20Rules%20%26%20Procedures_0.pdf
https://www.aflq.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/TRIBUNAL-PROCEDURE-GUIDELINES-.pdf
https://www.aflq.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/TRIBUNAL-PROCEDURE-GUIDELINES-.pdf
https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2024-03/The-Management-of-Sport-Related-Concussion-in-Australian-Football-Mar-24.pdf
https://play.afl/sites/default/files/2024-03/The-Management-of-Sport-Related-Concussion-in-Australian-Football-Mar-24.pdf
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APPENDIX 1  -  CLASSIFIABLE
OFFENCES  & PENALTY MATRIX

8

A  C L A S S I F I A B L E  O F F E N C E  I S  A  R E P O R T A B L E  O F F E N C E  W H I C H  I S  G R A D E D  I N  O R D E R  T O  D E T E R M I N E
A N  A P P R O P R I A T E  B A S E  S A N C T I O N  F O R  T H A T  R E P O R T A B L E  O F F E N C E .  O F F E N C E S  I N C L U D E :

C h a r g i n g  
U n r e a s o n a b l e  o r  u n n e c e s s a r y  c o n t a c t  t o  t h e  e y e  r e g i o n  
F o r c e f u l  f r o n t - o n  c o n t a c t  
H e a d b u t t  o r  c o n t a c t  u s i n g  h e a d  
K i c k i n g  
K n e e i n g  
R o u g h  c o n d u c t
S t r i k i n g
T r i p p i n g  
U n r e a s o n a b l e  o r  u n n e c e s s a r y  c o n t a c t  t o  t h e  f a c e  

C L A S S I F I A B L E  O F F E N C E S  A R E  G R A D E D  A G A I N S T  T H E  B E L O W  M A T R I X :



APPENDIX 2 -  LOW-LEVEL
OFFENCES & PENALTY TABLE

 1 59

L O W - L E V E L  O F F E N C E S  A R E  R E P O R T A B L E  I N C I D E N T S  W H I C H  D O  N O T  R E Q U I R E  G R A D I N G  V I A  T H E
C L A S S I F I A B L E  O F F E N C E S  M A T R I X .  O F F E N C E S  I N C L U D E :

A t t e m p t  t o  s t r i k e / k i c k / t r i p
C a r e l e s s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n  u m p i r e
D i s p u t i n g  d e c i s i o n
I n s t i g a t o r  o f  a  m e l e e / w r e s t l e
I n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  a  p l a y e r  k i c k i n g  f o r  g o a l
U n r e a s o n a b l e  o r  u n n e c e s s a r y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n  i n j u r e d  p l a y e r
U n r e a s o n a b l e  o r  u n n e c e s s a r y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n  u m p i r e
N o t  l e a v i n g  t h e  p l a y i n g  s u r f a c e
O b s c e n e  g e s t u r e
P i n c h i n g  
P r o h i b i t e d  b o o t s ,  j e w e l l e r y  o r  e q u i p m e n t  
S c r a t c h i n g
S h a k i n g ,  c l i m b i n g  o r  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  g o a l  o r  b e h i n d  p o s t
S p i t t i n g  a t  a n o t h e r  p l a y e r
S t a g i n g  
S t r i k i n g
K i c k i n g  
T i m e  w a s t i n g
T r i p p i n g
E n g a g i n g  i n  a  M e l e e / W r e s t l e
A n y  o t h e r  a c t  o f  l o w - l e v e l  m i s c o n d u c t  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a  ‘ C l a s s i f i a b l e  O f f e n c e ’  o r  ‘ D i r e c t
T r i b u n a l  O f f e n c e ’

L O W - L E V E L  O F F E N C E S  A R E  S A N C T I O N E D  A G A I N S T  T H E  B E L O W  M A T R I X :
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APPENDIX 3 -  AUDITORY OFFENCES &
PENALTY MATRIX

1 0

A N  A U D I T O R Y  O F F E N ﻿C E  I S  A  R E P O R T A B L E  O F F E N C E  W H I C H  I S  G R A D E D  I N  O R D E R  T O  D E T E R M I N E  A N
A P P R O P R I A T E  B A S E  S A N C T I O N  F O R  T H A T  R E P O R T A B L E  O F F E N C E .  O F F E N C E S  I N C L U D E :

U s i n g  a b u s i v e ,  i n s u l t i n g  o r  o b s c e n e  l a n g u a g e  t o w a r d s  o r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a n  u m p i r e
U s i n g  a b u s i v e ,  i n s u l t i n g ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  o r  o b s c e n e  l a n g u a g e  

 A U D I T O R Y  O F F E N C E S  A R E  G R A D E D  A G A I N S T  T H E  B E L O W  M A T R I X :
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APPENDIX 4 -  DIRECT
TRIBUNAL OFFENCES

1 1

D I R E C T  T R I B U N A L  O F F E N C E S  A R E  R E P O R T A B L E  O F F E N C E S  O F  A  M O R E  S E R I O U S
S C A L E  W H I C H  A R E  R E F E R R E D  D I R E C T L Y  T O  T H E  T R I B U N A L  F O R  D E T E R M I N A T I O N
W I T H O U T  G R A D I N G .  O F F E N C E S  I N C L U D E :

A t t e m p t i n g  t o  s t r i k e  a n  u m p i r e
B e h a v i n g  i n  a n  a b u s i v e ,  i n s u l t i n g ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  o r  o b s c e n e  m a n n e r  t o w a r d s
o r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a n  u m p i r e
E y e  g o u g i n g
I n t e n t i o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n  u m p i r e
S p i t t i n g  o n  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n
S p i t t i n g  o n  o r  a t  a n  u m p i r e
S t o m p i n g
S t r i k i n g  a n  u m p i r e
S e r i o u s  m i s c o n d u c t



 1 5

APPENDIX 5 -  REPORTABLE
OFFENCES

1 2



 1 5

APPENDIX 6 -  PRE-TRIBUNAL
REQUIRED INFO DOCUMENT

1 3



 1 5

APPENDIX 7 -  PRE-
SENTENCE DOCUMENT

1 4


	2026
	INDEX
	PRINTABLE RESOURCES

	TRIBUNAL OVERVIEW
	AFL  Queensland (AFLQ) has a centralised,  independent Tribunal that deals with any ‘Notice of Charge’ or ‘Notice of Breach’ referred to it under the ‘National Community Football Policy Handbook’.
	A Notice of Charge will be referred to the Tribunal, if:
	The above offences are all considered ‘Reportable offences’ (see Appendix 5).
	A Notice of Breach is issued if someone associated with AFLQ has breached one of our policies. Policy breaches will not be addressed in this resource. If you have any questions regarding policy breaches, you are encouraged to contact AFLQ’s Compliance Lead.
	A standard Tribunal hearing will involve the following parties:

	TRIBUNAL ATTENDEES
	TRIBUNAL PROCEDURE
	TRIBUNAL DEADLINES
	10:00AM MONDAY
	Where a set penalty was offered by an umpire post-match and the club did not confirm whether it was accepted at the time, they must contact AFLQ prior to 10am Monday to advise if they wish for the charge to be reviewed by the Match Review Panel. Where no contact is made, the charge will be deemed to be accepted.

	1:30PM MONDAY
	The Match Review Panel (MRP) meets to review all incidents that occurred over the weekend. Clubs will be phoned post-MRP to advise of any charges laid, then emailed the Notice of Charge.

	10:00AM TUESDAY
	Where a Notice of Charge was issued post MRP, clubs have until 10am Tuesday to advise AFLQ whether they accept the charge or wish to challenge at Tribunal. Where no contact is made, the charge will be deemed to be accepted.

	9:00AM WEDNESDAY (OR DAY OF TRIBUNAL)
	Where a person has been charged with a direct Tribunal offence or a club has indicated they wish to challenge a charge at Tribunal, clubs will be required to return the following documents by no later than 9am on the day of Tribunal (generally a Wednesday evening):

	15 MINUTES PRIOR TO HEARING
	The reported person and advocate must be ready and waiting in the foyer area of the AFLQ Head Office Building in Yeronga (for in-person hearings) or waiting in the Webex meeting lobby (for online hearings). Where a reported person fails to attend a hearing, it is at the Tribunal Chair's discretion as to whether the hearing will proceed in their absence, or if the hearing will be postponed to a later date (noting the reported person cannot participate in an AFLQ-sanctioned match until the matter has been heard).


	TRIBUNAL PANEL
	AFLQ’s Tribunal panel comprises of approximately 20 volunteers who have extensive knowledge of AFL and/or a legal background with sporting expertise. The Tribunal operates on a rotating roster to ensure fairness and balance.
	At the discretion of AFLQ, the Tribunal panel should not consist of members who are current players, coaches, employees or board members at an AFLQ-affiliated club.

	INSTRUCTIONS FOR PANEL MEMBERS
	In all cases the Tribunal panel members, including the Chairperson, will apply the following in making their decision:

	ONLINE HEARINGS
	Hearings will take place online unless specifically requested by either AFLQ or the reported persons club.
	For an online hearing the following will apply:

	FAQS: GENERAL
	WHO CAN I APPOINT AS MY ADVOCATE?
	A reported person can appoint anyone to be their advocate (legally trained or not) except for the following:
	To obtain the best possible outcome, it is strongly encouraged to select an advocate who is well-spoken, has extensive knowledge of the game and its rules, and ideally has attended a Tribunal hearing or similar in the past. If the reported person is an adult, self-representation is permitted.

	WHAT HAPPENS IF I CHALLENGE A CHARGE AND AM FOUND GUILTY?
	If the independent Tribunal panel determine that the reported person is guilty of the charge originally laid upon them, the person will receive the base sanction for a classifiable offence (1 week additional to the early guilty plea). For direct Tribunal offences where the penalty matrix does not apply, the panel will use their discretion to determine a suitable sanction for the offence.

	WHAT IF I AM UNABLE TO ATTEND THE HEARING?
	A reported person must attend their Tribunal hearing unless extenuating circumstances apply. Where the reported person believes they have a valid reason for which they cannot attend, they must advise AFLQ with as much notice as possible so that a decision can be made as to whether the hearing will proceed or be postponed.
	Where a reported person simply does not show up to the hearing, the Tribunal Chairperson will use their discretion to determine whether the hearing will proceed in their absence, or whether the hearing will be postponed. If the hearing is postponed, the reported person is prohibited from participating in any AFLQ-sanctioned match until such time as the matter has been heard.

	IS THERE A LIMIT TO HOW MANY SUSPENSIONS I CAN RECEIVE?
	A person will become automatically de-registered when they accumulate 16 suspended matches.  This is a permanent ban from participating in Community Football in any capacity (player, coach, volunteer or manager). Where a person has accumulated 10 or more suspended games, they and their club will receive a de-registration warning letter from AFLQ.


	FAQS: SCENARIO BASED
	A PLAYER HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH ROUGH CONDUCT FOR A DANGEROUS TACKLE. THE INCIDENT HAS BEEN GRADED AS CARELESS CONDUCT - MEDIUM IMPACT - HIGH CONTACT.
	OUR PLAYER DID NOT MAKE CONTACT WITH THE OPPONENT’S HEAD, WHY HAS IT BEEN GRADED AS HIGH CONTACT?
	THE OPPONENT CONTINUED TO PLAY OUT THE GAME AFTER OUR PLAYER WAS REPORTED FOR A DANGEROUS TACKLE AGAINST THEM. WHY HAS IT BEEN GRADED AS MEDIUM IMPACT, NOT LOW?
	WHILE WE AGREE OUR PLAYER HAS ENGAGED IN ROUGH CONDUCT, WE DON’T AGREE WITH HOW THE MRP HAS GRADED THE INCIDENT. CAN WE ACCEPT THE CHARGE BUT CHALLENGE THE GRADING AT TRIBUNAL?
	OUR PLAYER WAS CHARGED WITH ROUGH CONDUCT IN AN UNDER 17S GAME AND WE ACCEPTED HIS  ONE MATCH SUSPENSION. HE ALSO PLAYS IN OUR CLUB’S COLTS TEAM, IS HE ABLE TO PLAY WHILE HE IS SUSPENDED IN UNDER 17S?


	RESOURCE LINKS
	APPENDIX 1 - CLASSIFIABLE OFFENCES  & PENALTY MATRIX
	A CLASSIFIABLE OFFENCE IS A REPORTABLE OFFENCE WHICH IS GRADED IN ORDER TO DETERMINE AN APPROPRIATE BASE SANCTION FOR THAT REPORTABLE OFFENCE. OFFENCES INCLUDE:
	CLASSIFIABLE OFFENCES ARE GRADED AGAINST THE BELOW MATRIX:

	APPENDIX 2 - LOW-LEVEL OFFENCES & PENALTY TABLE
	LOW-LEVEL OFFENCES ARE REPORTABLE INCIDENTS WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE GRADING VIA THE CLASSIFIABLE OFFENCES MATRIX. OFFENCES INCLUDE:
	LOW-LEVEL OFFENCES ARE SANCTIONED AGAINST THE BELOW MATRIX:

	APPENDIX 3 - AUDITORY OFFENCES & PENALTY MATRIX
	AN AUDITORY OFFEN﻿CE IS A REPORTABLE OFFENCE WHICH IS GRADED IN ORDER TO DETERMINE AN APPROPRIATE BASE SANCTION FOR THAT REPORTABLE OFFENCE. OFFENCES INCLUDE:
	AUDITORY OFFENCES ARE GRADED AGAINST THE BELOW MATRIX:

	APPENDIX 4 - DIRECT TRIBUNAL OFFENCES
	DIRECT TRIBUNAL OFFENCES ARE REPORTABLE OFFENCES OF A MORE SERIOUS SCALE WHICH ARE REFERRED DIRECTLY TO THE TRIBUNAL FOR DETERMINATION WITHOUT GRADING. OFFENCES INCLUDE:

	APPENDIX 5 - REPORTABLE OFFENCES
	APPENDIX 6 - PRE-TRIBUNAL REQUIRED INFO DOCUMENT
	APPENDIX 7 - PRE-SENTENCE DOCUMENT

